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A strong desire to drive change and continually learn and improve has been at the heart of Michael 

Wright’s successful career in agriculture.  

Michael has been managing farms for 30 years, the past 18 of which have been spent as general 

manager of Rhodes Pastoral, a large mixed farm in Western Australia’s south-west running 22,000 

ewes, 650 breeder cattle and 4500 hectares of crops. 

His thirst for learning and doing things better has seen the Rhodes wool clip increase significantly 

during his tenure.  

“When I first started, we were cutting 140 bales of wool. These days, we are cutting 1150 bales,” 

Michael says. 

“While we have increased our flock size during that time, we have also learned a lot about feeding 

sheep and sheep genetics, which have been big factors in increasing our wool output. 

“I think it’s important to pay attention to the research that is happening in the industry to help drive 

the next steps in production. That goes for all our enterprises – wool, sheepmeat, beef and 

cropping.” 

Michael’s willingness to learn and lead has not gone unnoticed in the industry. He was nominated by 

the Pastoralists and Graziers Association of WA to join the WoolPoll 2021 Panel and is relishing the 

opportunity to help shape the future direction of the wool industry. 

WoolPoll is held every three years to determine the levy woolgrowers pay on every bale of wool 

they sell. This levy funds the industry’s research, development and marketing activities, conducted 

by Australian Wool Innovation (AWI). 

“WoolPoll gives growers the opportunity to have a say on their industry and make their voice 

heard,” Michael says. 

“Regardless of what people think the levy rate should be, we are in a unique position as 

woolgrowers to be able to contribute on such an important matter – the levy we pay on each bale of 

wool – on such a regular basis, so it’s important we utilise that opportunity.” 

Unlike many of his peers, Michael was not brought up on a farm or around agriculture. His first brush 

with the industry was when he was at boarding school in Perth and became friends with farmers’ 

sons. 

However, that limited exposure was more than enough to ignite Michael’s passion for agriculture 

and he set about gaining an advanced diploma in agriculture and sheep and wool management.  

“Agriculture has been very kind to me over the past 20 years or so and I’ve been fortunate to be able 

to boost my knowledge and leadership skills thanks to organisations such as Sheep Producers 

Australia,” Michael says. 



 
“I am also a member of the CEO Institute WA which enables me to engage with leaders outside of 

agriculture, which helps me to improve my people management skills. 

“I like to be successful and to do that I think it’s important to try different things, whether that’s 

networking with business leaders from other industries or attending a field day and implementing 

some new research on-farm.” 

When it comes to agriculture and his everyday role at Rhodes Pastoral, Michael says his biggest 

passions are producing well-fed sheep and quality wool. 

“We are situated in a high-rainfall area so there are a lot of opportunities that come with that,” he 

says. 

“Everything we do, we try to do well … hopefully that leads us to some success in what we produce.” 

 

Voting for WoolPoll 2021 opens on Monday 13 September and closes on Friday 5 November. Visit 

www.woolpoll.com.au for more information. 

 

http://www.woolpoll.com.au/

